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BIRDS OBSERVED IN THE POTHOLES REGION DURING 1953-1954 
PAUL A. JOHNSGARD 
From June 15-August 15, 1953 and from February 15 to August 15, 
19 5 4 the writer did extensive field work in the Potholes Region of Grant 
County, Washington, gathering data for an ecological study of the vegetation 
and wildlife of that area. During this time considerable observations of the bird 
life were made, which for the most part were restricted to the area adjacent o 
O'Sullivan Dam and Potholes Reservoir. 
O'Sullivan Dam is a U. S. B. R. dam which has been constructed across 
the Drumheller scabland channel, the southernmost outlet for the glacial waters 
which were once impounded in Quincy Basin (Bretz, 1928). The debris 
deposited during this Pliestocene impoundment are the origin of an extensive 
area of sand dunes which characterize the region. Between these dunes are 
located the "potholes,a' which under original conditions supported a wide 
variety of plant and animal life. With the construction of O'Sullivan Dam 
and the resulting impoundment many of these potholes have been inundated 
and the water levels of those remaining have been greatly affectedv For this 
reason the Potholes Region has been the subject of recent research in an attempt 
to determine and evaluate these changes as they affect wildlife. 
Harris and Yocom (1952) have summarized records of 168 species of 
birds observed in this area and throughout he lower Grand Coulee. To avoid 
reiterating these published records the present paper only lists 145 species 
observed by the writer or other observers during the two years under considera- 
tion, nine of which are not included in the previous list (Harris and Yocom, 
1 952) . 
Scientific names used are those given by Hudson and Yocom (1954), 
based OI1 specimens taken in southeastern Washington. Additional sight records 
were contr-ibuted by Allen J. Greene, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Robert 
Braunwart, Washington Game Department; Irven 0. Buss, Washington State 
College, and George E. Hudson, Washington State College. 
Lesser Common Loon tGavia immer elasson). Uncommon migrant, four records in 
1953, from October 15 to December 19. Three spring records, May 3-7, 1954. All observa- 
tions are for single birds on Potholes Reservoir except one seen July 5, 1954 below O'Sullivan 
Dam on a small seepage lake (Greene). 
American Horned Grebe (Cotymbus auritus cornutus). A single record, one bird on 
Potholes Reservoir April 14, 1954. 
Eared Grebe (Colymbus caspicus californicus). Abundant migrant, no nesting observed 
on Potholes Reservoir. Early record March 23, 1954, peak numbers of 112 observed May 7. 
A few June and July records. 
Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis). Common summer resident on Potholes 
Reservoir and Moses Lake. Observed March 29, 1954 on Moses Lake (Braunwart), first noted 
on Potholes Reservoir April 14. Courtship observed April 25 and June 12, 1954. At least 
52 were present on Potholes Reservoir the summer of 1953; young (1/3 grown) first noted 
August 9. Late departure December 5. 
Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps podiceps). Common summer resident in the 
potholes, first noted February 16 , 19 5 4 , possibly wintered. 
White Pelican (Petecanus erythrorhynchos). Common summer resident on Potholes Reser- 
voir and Moses Lake. Previously (Brown, 1926) a nesting bird on Moses Lake, no indication 
of present nesting found. Early arrival 1953 (Greene) February 28; observed on Potholes 
Reservoir February 18, 1954. Late departure October 23. 
Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus). Apparently a fairly common migrant 
in recent years. Brown (1926) observed it at Moses Lake; Greene observed a single bird on 
Potholes Reservoir in 195 2. Seven 195 3 records from July 10 to October 23. Four 1954 
records from April 22 (14 birds) to May 3. 
Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias herodias). Permanent resident, uncommon in winter. 
Nests at Moses Lake, where numerous young were observed June 19, 1954. 
(25) 
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American Egret (Casmerodius atbus egretta). Rare, two records. A single bird observed 
July 10 and 16, 1953 along Crab Creek. 
Black-crowned Night Heron (Nysticorax nysticorax hoactli). Common summer resident 
in the potholes and Moses Lake. No nests found or young seen, Yocom (Hudson and Yocom, 
1954) found a colony on Moses Lake. Early arrival March 28, 1954. I,ate departure October 
15, 1953. 
American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus). Uncommon summer resident and breeder in 
the potholes. Early arrival May 4, 1954, nest with eggs June 11-17, 1954. Late departure 
October 3. 
Whistling Swan (Olor columbianusJ. Uncommon migrant. Early arrival February 15, 
1954, late spring departure May 30, 1954. Maximum numbers of 13 recorded April 12 
(Greene) . 
Canada Goose (includes Branta canadensis moffitti and B. c. Ieucopareia). Common 
permanent resident. Spring migration peak mid-February 19 5 4. Nests throughout the area, 
on Moses Lake, Potholes Reservoir and Halfmoon Lake in the Drumheller scabland channels. 
Lesser Snow Goose (Chen kyperborea txyperborea). Uncommon migrant. Three fall 
records, October 15 to October 31, 1953. Six spring records from April 12 to June 9, 1954; 
maximum numbers of 41 observed May 13. 
Common Mallard (Anas ptatyrhynchos platyrbynchos). Abundant permanent resident 
and breeder. Migration peak mid-February 1954. 
Gadwall (Anas strepera). Common breeder, a few wintering in 1953-54. Migration peak 
latter April, 1 954. 
Baldpate (Mareca americana). Local resident and breeder, wintering in moderate numbers 
in 1953 -54. Several broods produced in the Drumheller region (Greene), one observed in 
the potholes. Migration peak March, mid-April 1954. 
American Pintail (Anas acuta tzitzihoa). Common migrant and uncommon breeder, a 
few wintering in 195 3 -54 (Greene) . Migration peak March, 1954. 
Green-winged Teal (Anas carolinensis). Common resident and breeder, a few wintering 
in 1953-54 (Greene). Spring migration peak latter April, 1954. 
Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors). Very common migrant and breeder. Early arrival April 
29, 1954. Spring migration peak late May, 1954, late departure for this or the following 
species October 15, 1953. 
Northern Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera septentrionalium). Common migrant and 
breeder, much less common in this area than the preceeding species. Early arrival April 10, 
1954, spring migration peak latter May. 
Shoveller (Spatula clypeata). Common migrant; a few remaining to nest in the area. 
A small number wintered in 1953-54 (Greene), spring migration peak late April, 1954. 
Wood Duck (Aix sponsa). Rare migrant and summer resident. Early arrival May 10, 
1954 (Greene). Five summer records, July 10-August 13, 1953 of up to three birds. One 
female in moult observed in the potholes. No nesting records for tl2e area. 
Redhead fAythya americana). Common migrant and local breeder; a single bird wintered 
in the area in 1953-54 (Greene). Thirteen were observed on February 15, 1954. Spring 
migration peak latter April, 1954. 
Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris) . Common migrant, a few wintering in 195 3-54 
(Greene). Migration peak third week of April, 1954. Late spring departure May 29, 1954. 
One summer record, July 1 8, 1 953. 
Canvasback (Aythya vatisineria) . Common migrant, a few wintering in 1953 -54 (Greene) . 
Spring migration peak late February, 1954. Late spring departure May 6. One July record 
for Potholes Reservoir; a male was present on Morgan Lake in the Drumheller channels most 
of the summer of 1954. 
Lesser Scaup Duck (Aythya aff inis) . Common migrant, not breeding in this area. A 
moderate number wintered in the area in 1953-54 (Greene), spring migration peak late March 
and April, 1954. Late spring departure May 14. Several June, July and August records for 
Potholes Reservoir. 
American Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula americana). Common migrant, wintering in 
moderate numbers in 195 3 -54 (Greene) . Late spring departure May 7, 1954. Early fall 
arrival October 3 1, 1 95 3. 
Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephata islandica). Uncommon migrant in this area, nesting at 
Lake Lenore and vicinity. Early spring arrival March 16, 1954 (Greene) at Lake Lenore, 
late spring departure May 28, 1954. One male on Morgan Lake during the summer of 1954. 
Bufflehead (Bucephata albeola). Common migrant, a very few birds wintering in the 
area in 1953-54 (Greene). Peak of spring migration late April, 1954. Late spring departure 
May 25, early fall arrival October 3, 1953. A few summer records. 
Ruddy Duck (Oxyura Jamaicensis rubida). Abundant migrant and uncommon breeder 
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in the potholes. A few birds were present most of the winter of 1953-54 (Greene), spring 
migration peak latter April and early May, 1954. 
Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullattlsJ. Rare migrant and summer r-esident, no 
known nesting in this area. Eight spring records, early arrival February 15, 1954, late depar- 
ture May 13. Six summer records in 1953, from July 23 to August 13, mostly on Crab Creek, 
where several were observed feeding on salamanders (Amblystoma tigrium). 
American Merganser (Mergus merganser americanus). Common resident, no known nesting 
in this area. Present most of the winter of 1953-54 (Greene), peak of spring migration mid- 
February, 19 5 4. A small number remained on Potholes Reservoir through the summer of 
1 9 5 4. Early fall arrival November 2 2, 1 9 5 3. 
Western Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis catutus). Common resident in the Drum- 
heller scabland channelsy nesting No nesting observed in the potholes. 
Swainson's Hawk (Buteo ssainsoni). Common summer resident and breeder in the 
potholes. Early arrival April 1 4 ? 1 9 5 4. 
American Rough-Iegged Hawk (Buteo tagopus s. jobannis). Winter visitor throughout 
the region. Latest record March 15, 1954. 
Ferruginous Rough-leg Hawk (Buteo regalis). Migrant and summer resident in the 
sagebrush areas, not observed in the potholes. 
Golden Eagle (Aquila clarysaetos canadensis). Two records, February 26, 1954. one adult; 
and March 2 6, a sub-adult and juvenile. Allen Greene has recorded the species once. 
Northern Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus 2ashingtonfi) . Uncommon during 1 95 3 -54. 
Recorded October 3 and 1 5, 1 9 5 3 f and four spring records from February 2 1 to March 
1 1, 1 954. 
Marsh Hawk (Circus cyaneus hudsonius). Common resident throughout the area. 
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus carolinensis) . Rare migrant. Observed September 1 9, 1 9 5 3; 
April 19 and May 6, 1954. 
Prairie Falcon (Falco meJcicanus). Permanent resident in the area, three records April 
28 to October 31. 
Duck Hawk (Falco peregrtnus anatum). Rare, two records; April 20, 1954 and August 
4, 1953. 
Eastern Sparrow Hawk (Falco sparverius parverius). Common resident and breeder in 
the Drumheller scabland channels. 
European Partridge (Perdix perdix). Introduced, resident and breeder in sagebrush and 
cultivated areas. 
Chukar Partridge (Alectoris graeca). Introduced; 175 released in the area below OtSullivan 
Dam during February and March, 19 5 4. 
Arizona Scaled Quail (Callipepla squamata pallid). Introduced, now very rare. Two 
observed April 26, 1954 near Corfu (Greene) and two seen near Hampton Lake, 4 miles 
south of O''Sullivan Dam, August 7, 1954 (Buss). 
Ring-necked Pheasant fPhasianus colchicus). Introduced; breeds in the potholes, sage- 
brush and on the irrigated areas. 
Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis). Uncommon migrant. Early arrival April 12, 1954. 
Late spring departure April 29 (Braunwart). 
Virginia Rail (Rallus limtcola limicola). Summer resident and breeder in the potholes. 
Early record May 30, 1954. 
Sora (Porzana carotina). Common summer resident and breeder in the potholes. Early 
arrival April 2 9 r 19 5 4 - Three nests with eggs and/or downy young from July 10 to July 
24, 1953. 
American Coot fFulica americana mericana). Abundant migrant and breeder in the 
potholes. Several hundred wintered in 1 953-54. Spring migration peak latter April, 1954. 
Nests with eggs from May 17-July 9, 1954. 
Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius hiaticula semipalmatus) . Three records, July 2 6 
(two birds), August 2 (one bird) and August 7 (three seen by I. O. Buss), 1954. 
Killdeer (Charadrius a7ociferus vociferus). Abundant resident and breeder. Early record 
February 15, 1954} possibly wintering. Downy young observed from May 6 to August 7, 1954. 
Wilson's Snipe (Capella gallinago delicata). Common migrant, rare summer resident in 
the potholesv Early arrival, February 15 (14 birds) 1954. Late departure October 31, 1953. 
Northern Long-billed Curlew (iSumlenius americanus parsus). Only two records: two 
observed June 8 and one on August 4t 1954. 
Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularia)+ Common summer resident, breeding in the pot- 
holes. Early arrival May 7, 1954. Downy young seen from July 26 to August 2, 1954. 
Western Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria cinnamomea). Uncommon migrant; early 
arrival April 27, 1954; late spring departure May 3, 1954. Early fall arrival July 5, 1954, 
July 9, 1954. 
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Greater Yellow-legs (Totanus melanoleucus). Uncommon migrant; early spring arrival 
April 14, 1954; late spring departure May 5. Early fall arrival June 28, 1953, June 30, 1954. 
Late fall departure October 31, 1954. 
Lesser Yellow-legs (Totanus flavEpes). Uncommon migrant; early spring arrival April 
10, 1954; late spring departure May 4, 1954. Early fall arrival July 2, 1953, July 5, 1954. 
Late fall departure September 19, 1953. 
Pectoral Sandpiper (Erolia melanotos). Uncommon migrant. One spring record Aprit 
27, 1954. Early fall arrival June 29, 1953. 
Baird's Sandpiper (Erolia bairdiiJ. Probably uncommon among the flocks of "peep" 
sandpipers. Sight record of one bird July 30, 1954, three observed August 2, 1954. 
Least Sandpiper (Erolia minutitla) . Three records: one bird April 25, two on August 
6 (collected) and one August 3, 1954. 
Red-backed Sandpiper (Erolia alpina pacifica). Two birds observed at very close range 
May 10, 1954, on a dune island in Potholes Reservosr. A single previous record for the east 
side of the Cascades; Piper collected one at Pullman November 3, 1901 (Hudson and Yocom, 
1954) . 
Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus scolopaceus). Uncommon migrant; one 
spring record on May 24, 1954. Early fall arrival July 5, 1954, July 10, 1953. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper (Ereunetes pusillus) . A single record; about 12 were seen on 
Deadman Lake, Adams County, August 7, 1954. 
Western Sandpiper (Ereunetes mauri). Abundant migrant. Early spring arrival April 
24, 1954; late spring departure, May 13, 1954. Early fall arrival June 28, 1954, July 16, 
1953. Several hundred observed along Crab Creek on July 14, 1954. 
Avocet (Recurvirostra americana). Common summer esident and breeder in the potholes. 
Early arrival May 6, 1954. 
Northern Phalarope (Lobipes lobatus). A single record, six observed July 5, 1954, near 
O'Sullivan Dam. 
Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus). A single record, an adult collected June 
27, 1953 on Potholes Reservoir; the first known record for this region. Specimen in Charles 
R. Conner Museum. 
Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens). Two records, adults at close range April 22 
and May 4, 1954. As no specimens have been collected in this region Hudson and Yocom (1954) place the species on their hypothetical list. 
Herring Gull (Larus argentatus mithsonianus) Uncommon. From four to six imma- 
ture birds observed almost daily from May 5 to August 10, 1954. A single previous record 
for the region, Sloanaker collected one December 10, 1941 at Spokane (Hudson and Yocom, 
1954). A specimen was collected May 5, 1954, to verify the record; now in Charles R. Conner 
Museum. 
Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis). Abundant summer resident and breeder on the 
dune islands of Potholes Reservoir. Early arrival February 15, 1954; late departure December 
19, 1953. Egg dates from May 24 to July 10, peak of hatch mid-June. 
Bonaparte's Gull (Larus philadelphis). Occasional migrant. Early arrival May 9, 1954; 
late spring departure May 30, 1954. Early fall arrival July 29, 1954; late fall departure 
November 14, 1953. 
Forster's Tern (Sterna forsteriJ. A single record, May 13, 1954 (five birds). 
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo hirundo) . Two records, one bird August 5, 12 on 
August 11, 1954. 
Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia). Rare summer resident, nesting on dune islands in 
Potholes Reservoir during 1953. Early arrival May 13, 1954. Two nests with eggs in Ring- 
billed Gull colony June 28, 1953. Both nests found destroyed July 10 and adults deserted 
the area. No nesting observed in 1954, but three birds recorded July 30 and August 3. 
Black Tern (Chlidonias niger surinamensis). Common summer resident and breeder in 
the potholes. Early arrival May 12, 1954. Nests with eggs May 24 to June 9, 1954. 
Western Mourning Dove (Zenaidura macroura marginella). Common summer resident 
in the potholes and sagebrush areas. Early arrival April 9, 1954. Young almost able to lfy 
June 10, 1954, and nests with eggs to August 10, 1953. 
Northwestern Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus lagopE2onus). Resident and breeder in the 
Drumheller scabland channels, also observed in the potholes. 
Western Burrowing Owl (Speotyto cunicularia bypugaea). Local summer resident near 
Moses Lake, not occuring in the potholes. 
Long-eared Owl (Asio otus uvilsonianus). Several summer records for the potholes. 
Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus acadicus). A single record, one bird in the potholes 
onApril24, 1954. 
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Nuttall's Poor-will (Phalaenoptilus nuttallEi nuttallfi). Not found in the potholes, re- 
stricted to sagebrush areas. Early arrival (two miles southwest of Warden) May 8, 1954. 
Harris and Yocom (1952) found a nest near O'Sullivan Dam in 1950. 
Pacific Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor hesperis). Common summer resident and breeder 
in the sagebrush, occasionally seen in the potholes. Early record June 16, 1954. Nest with 
eggs June 28, 1953. 
Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) . One record, July 25, 195 3. 
Western Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon caurina). One seen July 21, 1954 along 
Crab Creek. Greene has recorded the species several times below O'Sullivan Dam. 
Red-shafted Flicker (Colaptes cafer collaris). Common breeding resident in the potholes 
and adjacent areas. 
Batchelder's Downy Woodpecker (Dendrocopus pubescens leucurus). Permanent resident, 
observed along Crab Creek below O'Sullivan Dam. 
Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus). Very common summer resident and breeder in 
the potholes. Early arrival May 15, 1954. Nests with eggs June 20 to July 29, 1954. Young 
able to fly July 31, 1953. 
Western Kingbird (Tyrannus tJerticalis). Summer resident in sagebrush areas, only a 
single record for the potholes. Early arrival April 27, 1954. 
Ash-throated Flycatcher (MyEarc}2us cinerascens cinerascens). Uncommon summer resi- 
dent in the potholes and along Crab Creek. Early arrival May 22, 1954. Latest record August 7. 
Yukon Say's Pheobe (Sa£ornis saya yulonensis). Uncommon summer resident in sage- 
brush, not found in the potholes. Early arrival March 10, 1954. Nest with young June 17, 
1953. 
Flycatcher (Empidonax sp.). Several records for the Empidonaces in the potholes, species 
uncertain. Early arrival April 2 2, 1 9 5 4. 
Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris). Not found in the potholes, common in adjacent 
sage areas. (Subspecies probably merrilli or lamprochroma.) 
Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina lepida). Migrant in this area. Early spring 
arrival March 28, 1954; late spring departure April 19, 1954. 
Tree Swallow (Iridoprocne bicolor). Migrant in this area. Early spring arrival March 
28, 1 954. 
Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia riparia). Common summer resident, breeding. Early 
arrival April 2 0, 19 5 4. Nests along the shore of Potholes Reservoir. 
Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis serripennis). Fairly common summer 
resident, breeding. Early arrival March 26. 1954. 
Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica eryt}2rogaster). Common summer resident, not breeding 
in the potholes. Early arrival April 24, 1954. 
Cliff Swallow (PetrocheZidon pyrrlvonota lxypopolia). Abundant summer resident and 
breeder below O'Sullivan Dam. Early arrival March 28, 1954. 
American Magpie (Pica pica hudsonia). Common resident in the potholes and sagebrush 
areas. 
American Raven (Corsus corax sinuattls). Uncommon resident in the potholes and sage- 
brush areas. 
Western Crow (Corsus brachyrhynchos hesperis). A single record, March 15, 1 954 
(one bird). 
Columbian Black-capped Chickadee (Parus atricapillus fortuitus). Permanent resident, 
not recorded in the potholes. Observed near Moses Lake several times. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis). Not seen in the potholes, one observation near 
Moses Lake. 
Western Long-billed Marsh Wren (Telmatodytes palustris plesius). Uncommon summer 
resident in the potholes. Early arrival February 22, 1954. Nest with eggs June 25, 1953. 
Common Rock Wren (Satpinctes obsoletes obsoletus). Common summer resident in the 
Drumheller scabland channels below O'Sullivan Dam. Early arrival February 25, 1954. 
Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis) . One seen July 9. 19 5 4 below O'Sullivan Dam near 
Crab Creek; probably breeds along Crab Creek in small numbers. 
Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus). Uncommon summer resident, four records for 
the potholes May 30 to June 20, 1954. 
Robin (Turdus migratorius). Common resident, apparently not breeding in the potholes. 
Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides). Not observed in the potholes, Greene recorded 
it February 10, 1954 along Crab Creek below O'Sullivan Dam. 
Townsend's Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi townsendi). Uncommon winter visitor; 
early fall record November 14, 1953; late spring record May 7, 1954. 
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Western Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula cineraceus). Uncommon migrant; 
eady arrival April 12, 1954; late departure May 10, 1954. No fall records. 
Western Pipit (Anthus spinoletta pacificusJ. Common migrant, observed in the potholes 
and adjacent sagebrush. Spring records April 22 to 28, 1954. Fall records September 19 to 
November 14, 1953. 
Northwestern Shrike (Lanius excubitor invictus). Uncommon winter visitor; late spring 
departure March 28, 1954 (Hudson) . 
California Loggarhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus gambeli). Common summer resident 
in sagebrush, not observed in the potholes. Early arrival March 10, 1954. 
Starling (Sturnus vulgaris tJulgaris). Introduced; common winter visitor and probably 
a local breeder in sagebrush, not observed in the potholes. 
Oregon Warbling Vireo (Vireo gitsus leucopolius). A single spring record, May 6, 
1954, near Creb Creek below O'Sullivan Dam. 
Calaveras Nashville Warbler (VermEvora ruficapilla ridgwayi). Uncommon migrant, ob- 
served April 29 to May 6, 1954. 
Rocky Mountain Yellow Warbler (Dendroica petechia morcomi). Migrant in the potholes, 
records from May 10 to 30, 1954. 
Audubon's Warbler (Dendroica audtzboni auduboni). Common migrant in the potholes 
area. Early arrival April 15, 1954; late spring departure May 13, 1954. Fall arrival Sep- 
tember 20, 1953; fall departure October 3, 1953. 
Northern Plains Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas campicola). Summer resident along 
Crab Creek in 1953, not recorded in 1954 after this area was inundated by Potholes Reservoir. 
Long-tailed Chat (Icteria virens auricollis). Migrant, a single record for the potholes 
on May 10, 1954. 
Northern Pileolated Warbler (Wilsonia pusilla pileolata). One record for the potholes, 
May 24, 1954. 
English Sparrow (Passer domesticats domesticus). Not recorded in the potholes; abundant 
permanent resident throughout the region. 
Western Meadowlark (Sturnetla neglecta). Abundant resident, a few birds remaining in 
winter. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocepE2atus). Common summer resident 
in the potholes, breeding. Early arrival April 9, 1954. Nests with eggs May 24 to June 17, 
1954. 
Nevada Redwing (Agetaius phoeniceus nevadensis). Abundant summer resident, breeding 
in the potholes. Early arrival (males) February 15, 1954, (females) February 23, 1954. 
Nests with eggs from May 13 to June 20, 1954. 
Bullock's Oriole fIcterus bultockii bullockii). Summer resident in the area, early arrival 
May 28, 1954. Juvenile birds noted July 13 and 14, 1954. 
Brewer's Blackbird (Euphaqus cyanocephalus). Abundant migrant and uncommon sum- 
mer resident in the potholes. Early arrival March 26, 1954. Nests with eggs May 10 to 
June 10, 1954. Late departure November 14, 1954. 
Nevada Cowbird (Motothrus ater artemisiae). One record for the potholes, June 30, 1954. 
Western Tanager (Piranga ludovicianv). A single record, one observed August 7, 1954 
below O'Sullivan Dam. 
Pale Goldfinch (Spinus tristis pallidus). Permanent resident; frequently seen along Crab 
Creek below O'Sullivan Dam in February, not recorded in the potholes. 
Nevada Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus curtatus). Uncommon migrant along Crab 
Creek, not recorded in the potholes. Early spring arrival March 9, 1954; late spring departure 
May 6, 1954. 
Nevada Savannah Sparrow (Passercutus sanduJichensis nevadensis). Common migrant and 
breeding summer resident in the potholes. Early arrival March 11, 1954. Late spring 
departure September 19, 1953. 
Western Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus confinis). Very common summer resident 
in the potholes, breeding. Early arrival March 19, 1954: late departure September 20, 1953. 
Nests with eggs from May 12 to August 7, probably raises two broods. 
Western Lark Sparrow (Cl2ondestes grammacus strigatus). Common summer resident 
in sagebrush, rarely observed in the potholes. Early arrival May 11, 1954. 
Northern Sage Sparrow (Amphispiza belli nervadensis). Local summer resident in sage- 
brush, not observed in the potholes. Early arrival March 28, 1954 (Hudson). 
Junco (Junco oreganrls). Common winter visitor, late spring departure April 24, 1954. 
Western Tree Sparrow (Spizelta arborea ochracea). Winter visitor, observed along Crab 
CKek. Late spring departure March 10, 1954. 
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Brewer's Sparrow (Spizelta breuJeri breweri). Common summer resident in the potholesv 
Early arrival April 14, 1954. Nest with eggs May 13, 1954. 
Gambel's White-crowned Sparrow (Zon-otrichia leucophrys gambelii). Common migrant 
in the potholes. Early arrival April 21, 1954; late spring departure May 8, 1954. 
Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla). One record, two obsersred in a flock 
of White-crowned Sparrows near Warden, May 8, 1954. 
Song Sparrow (Metospiza metodia). Common permanent resident along Crab Creek 
uncommon in the potholes. 
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GENERAL NOTES 
Early Nesting Record of the Long-eared Osl 
On March 6, 1952, the nest of a long-eared owl, Asio uvilsonianusy con- 
taining five eggs was found by the writer in Crooked River canyon in Crook 
County, Oregon, near the Deschutes County line. The nest was in an old crows 
nest and situated in a willow tree, 20 feet above the canyon floor. Observation 
was made from a rimrock at a distance of 10 feet. An adult long-eared owl was 
flushed from the nest at the time of discovery. 
Long-eared owls commonly nest in Oregon in late Apr;1 and early May. 
This is an unusually early nest record. CHESTER E. KEBBE, Portland, Oregon, 
August 1 6, 1 954 
Two Waterfotl Species Not Previously Reported 
from the Klamath Lukes of Oregon 
Among some frozen birds recently sent me for specimens by a friend at 
Klamath Falls, Oregon, were two species of special interest that I believe 
should be placed on record. 
Red-breasted Merganser fMergus serrator). An adult female taken by T 
Ganatt on Upper Klamath Laket Klamath County, Oregont on October 27, 
1 953. 
Surf Scoter (Melanitta perspicillata). An adult female taken by Chet Langs- 
let on Upper Klamath Lake on December 14, 1953. 
Both the above birds were shot by duck hunters and were secured by 
local game officers who recognized them as birds not seen in the Klamath Lake 
region. Both are the first that I know of taken east of the Cascade Mountains 
of Oregon, and both are now in the Jewett coIlection.-STANLEY G. JEWETT, 
Portland Oregon) March 16, 1954 
Long-tailed Jaeger Collected in Eastern Washington 
An adult female Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) was col- 
lected on Potholes Reservoir, Grant County, Washington, June 27, 1953. 
The bird was observed resting on the water near the middle of the reservoir, 
and as I approached, I noticed it was unabIe to fly. It attempted to fly several 
times as I came near, but seemed too exhausted to be able to leave the water. 
It was readily captured and brought to shore. Although in apparent good 
healtht it refused to eat, and died that night. The bird was skinned, and is 
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